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the lord looked about him at the flocks of newly made birds who were preening

their wings and wondering at their own bright feathers and said to himself i will

make these pretty creatures useful from the very beginning so that in after time

men shall love them dearly come my birds he cried come hither to me and with

the beaks which i have given you hollow me out here and here and here basins

for the lakes and pools which i intend to fill with water for men and for you their

friends come little brothers busy yourselves as you would wish to be happy

hereafter then there was a twittering and fluttering as the good birds set to work

with a will singing happily over the work which their dear lord had given them to

do they pecked and they pecked with their sharp little bills they scratched and

they scratched with their sharp little claws till  in the proper places they had

hollowed out great basins and valleys and long river beds and little holes in the

ground then the lord sent great rains upon the earth until the hollows which the

birds had made were filled with water and so became rivers and lakes little

brooks and fountains just as we see them to day now it was a beautiful beautiful

world and the good birds sang happily and rejoiced in the work which they had

helped and in the sparkling water which was sweet to their taste all were happy

except one the woodpecker had taken no part with the other busy birds she was

a lazy disobedient creature and when she heard the lord s commands she had

only said tut tut and sat still on the branch where she had perched preening her

pretty feathers and admiring her silver stockings you can toil if you want to she

said to the other birds who wondered at her but i shall do no such dirty work my

clothes are too fine now when the world was quite finished and the beautiful

water sparkled and glinted here and there cool and refreshing the lord called

the birds to him and thanked them for their help praising them for their industry

and zeal but to the woodpecker he said as for you o woodpecker i observe that

your feathers are unruffled by work and that there is no spot of soil upon your

beak and claws how did you manage to keep so neat the woodpecker looked
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sulky and stood upon one leg it is a good thing to be neat said the lord but not if

it comes from shirking a duty it is good to be dainty but not from laziness have

you not worked with your brothers as i commanded you it was such very dirty

work piped the woodpecker crossly i was afraid of spoiling my pretty bright coat

and my silver shining hose

six stories of pathos and terror in which the weak the dispossessed and the

exploited wreak vengeance on a complacent world the stories are the birds

which became a hitchcock film the apple tree kiss me again stranger the little

photographer the old man and monte verita

a norwegian man is cared for by his sister they live a quiet life in a cottage by a

lake he fairly content with his lot one day there arrives a woodcutter and love

enters the picture the novel describes the man s reaction at the prospect of

losing his sister by the author of the ice palace

most  frequently  regarded as a writer  of  the supernatural  poe was actually

among  the  most  versatile  of  american  authors  writing  social  satire  comic

hoaxes mystery stories science fiction prose poems literary criticism and theory

and even a play as a journalist and editor poe was closely in touch with the

social  political  and  cultural  trends  of  nineteenth  century  america  recent

scholarship has linked poe s imaginative writings to the historical realities of

nineteenth century  america including to  science and technology wars  and

politics the cult of death and bereavement and most controversially to slavery

and stereotyped attitudes toward women edgar allan poe beyond gothicism

presents a systematic approach to topical criticism of poe revealing a new

portrait  of  poe as  an author  who blended topics  of  intellectual  and social

importance and returned repeatedly to these ideas in different works and using

different aesthetic strategies during his brief but highly productive career twelve

essays point readers toward new ways of considering poe s themes techniques

and aesthetic preoccupations by looking at poe in the context of landscapes

domestic interiors slavery prosody eastern cultures optical sciences gothicism
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and literary competitions clubs and reviewing

the poetics  and politics  of  hospitality  in  u  s  literature  and culture  explores

hospitality in a range of cultural expressions from a variety of approaches the

authors analyze and discuss forms of hospitality in canonical literature ethnic

literatures  language  or  movies  these  span  from  the  classical  to  the

contemporary and include a focus on language power hybridism and sociology

the  common  theme  in  these  contributions  is  that  of  american  identity  by

looking at a diversity of representations of american culture using a multiplicity

of approaches the authors convey the richness of american hospitality as a

vital aspect of its culture

in the curious book of birds abbie farwell brown weaves a charming tapestry of

avian exploration blending whimsical narrative with exquisite illustrations that

enchant readers of all ages the text presents a delightful blend of fiction poetry

and natural history focusing on various birds Äô lives and habits which invites

readers to observe and appreciate the marvels of nature brown s literary style is

characterized by its lyrical prose and imaginative flair rendering each bird a

character in their own right thus elevating the reader s experience to one of

wonder and curiosity about the natural world abbie farwell brown an author

immersed in the early 20th century american literary scene was known for her

affinity for nature and childhood imagination her unique position as a writer

who crossed the boundaries between juvenile literature and adult sensibility led

her  to  create  works  rich  in  both  educational  and entertainment  value  this

passion  for  nature  is  reflected  throughout  the  narrative  showcasing  her

profound  understanding  of  the  delicate  relationship  between  humans  and

wildlife that resonated with her contemporary audience the curious book of

birds  is  highly  recommended for  anyone seeking to  rekindle  their  sense of

wonder or to educate young minds about the intricacies of the natural world

this book serves as an enchanting gateway into ornithology making it a must

read for educators parents and bird enthusiasts alike
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