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seedtime of  reform was first  published in  1963 minnesota archive editions uses digital
technology to make long unavailable  books once again accessible  and are published
unaltered from the original university of minnesota press editions this is a detailed history of
the social welfare movement in the united states during the period from the end of world
war i to the inauguration of president franklin d roosevelt an era which most historians
characterize  as  one  of  normalcy  and  reaction  in  his  book  professor  chambers
demonstrates that this was actually a seedtime of reform a period when the groundwork
was laid for many of the sweeping social changes which were to take place under the new
deal while it is true as the author points out that the years from 1918 to 1933 were not
hospitable to the cause of reform it was during these years that reform leaders and welfare
workers and the associations and agencies they directed elaborated new theories and
programs of action to alleviate prevent and overcome certain persisting social ills although
little was constructively achieved until new political leadership operating in the context of
acute and prolonged economic crisis acted in the 1930s much of what we identify as the
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new deal was rooted not only in prewar progressivism but in the research agitation and
welfare services of  the 1920s as well  reformers and welfare workers  made especially
significant  contributions  in  the  areas  of  housing  social  security  public  works  federal
responsibility for dependent groups in society and working conditions

in what does it  mean to grow old essayists  come to grips as best  they can with the
phenomenon of an america that is about to become the old country they have been drawn
from every relevant discipline gerontology social  medicine politics health anthropology
ethics law and asked to speak their mind most of them write extremely well  and their
sharply individual voices are heard

the year was 1943 as a third year medical student at stanford i was about to witness the
beginning of a medical miracle dr arthur bloomfield professor of medicine had selected my
patient a middle aged man who was dying of acute pneumococcal pneumonia as one of
the first patients to receive miniscule doses by today s standards of his meagre supply of a
new drug penicillin the patient s response amazed everyone especially this impressionable
medical student the rest of the story is history with one stroke the introduction of penicillin
removed  from  the  medical  scene  the  friend  of  the  aged  lobar  pneumonia  the
consequences which no one could have imagined at the time are still becoming manifest as
other miracles such as respirators artificial kidneys and many potent new antibiotics have
come upon the scene all of us are aware that these miracles have created a variety of new
challenges around the states of dying and near dying we have no easy answers for these
problems nevertheless as dialysis techniques especially capd are applied more widely to
the  treatment  of  the  elderly  the  task  of  helping  the  patient  meet  death  with  dignity
becomes increasingly important and vexing because once begun dialysis  is  difficult  to
terminate
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