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the essays in the gift of good land are as true today as when they were first published in
1981 the problems addressed here are still true and the solutions no nearer to hand the
insistent theme of this book is the interdependence the wholeness the oneness of people
land weather animals and family to touch one is to tamper with them all we live in one
functioning organism whose separate parts are artificially isolated by our culture here berry
develops the compelling argument that the gift of good land has strings attached we have it
only on loan and only for as long as we practice good stewardship

in susan a brewer s fascinating the best land she recounts the story of the parcel of central
new york land on which she grew up brewer and her family had worked and lived on this
land for generations when the oneida indians claimed that it rightfully belonged to them
why she wondered did she not know what had happened to this place her grandfather
called the best land here she tells its story tracing over the past four hundred years the two
families her own european settler family and the oneida mohawk family of polly denny who
called the best land home situated on the passageway to the west the ancestral land of the
oneidas was coveted by european colonizers and the founders of the empire state the
brewer  and denny  families  took part  in  imperial  wars  the  american revolution  broken
treaties the building of the erie canal native removal the rise and decline of family farms
bitter land claims controversies and the revival of the oneida indian nation as brewer makes
clear in the best land through centuries of violence bravery greed generosity racism and
love the lives of the brewer and denny families were profoundly intertwined the story of this
homeland  she  discovers  unsettles  the  history  she  thought  she  knew  with  clear
determination  to  tell  history  as  it  was  without  sugarcoating  or  ignoring  the  pain  and
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suffering of both families brewer navigates the interconnected stories with grace humility
and a deep love for the land the best land is a beautiful homage to the people the place and
the environment itself
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